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ESCALATION

In March 1965, four months after Johnson 

was elected president by a landslide, the 

first U.S. ground troops landed at Da 

Nang.

Johnson was convinced that, without the 

support of a massive U.S. force, South 

Vietnam was doomed. In response to the 

U.S. troop buildup, North Vietnam began to 

send thousands of soldiers to fight in South 

Vietnam. In the Ia Drang valley in Vietnam's 

central highlands, the North Vietnamese and 

U.S. armies met in the first major battle of 

the war. It was an American victory -- but 

U.S. casualties were heavy. 

American GIs, meanwhile, found themselves 

in a baffling war. They were unable to 

distinguish friend from foe. American 

bombing and shelling drove tens of 

thousands of Vietnamese from their villages. 

American television networks kept a running 

tally of the U.S. "body count." 

Johnson attempted to force the North 

Vietnamese to the negotiating table by 

bombing North Vietnam -- including the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail, the primitive but highly 

effective supply line that linked North 

Vietnam with its fighters and supporters in 

the South. But the tactic failed

Johnson advisors pushed 
for escalation of the war



QUAGMIRE

The growing scale and savagery of the war in 

Vietnam created growing dissent back in the 

United States. Johnson was politically 

weakened by the anti-war movement. 

In 1968, communist forces launched wide-scale 

attacks throughout South Vietnam to coincide 

with Tet, the Vietnamese new year. The 

communists hoped to spark a general uprising 

across the country, a mission that ultimately 

failed. But the strength of the offensive came as 

a shock to the American public and Johnson. 

He offered to begin peace talks with the North 

Vietnamese -- and announced he would not run 

for another term in office. 

In May 1968, peace talks began in Paris but 

soon deadlocked. Richard Nixon, who had 

begun his campaign for the presidency, 

called for an "honorable" end to U.S. 

military involvement in Vietnam. The North 

wanted full control of the South and the U.S. 

believed it could not abandon South Vietnam. 

The war was to last another four years, costing 

thousands more lives. President Nixon sent 

Henry Kissinger to negotiate with the North 

and a peace treaty was eventually signed.
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