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S E C T I O N  1 

The National Judiciary 

ÅWhy did the Constitution create a national 
judiciary? 

ÅWhat is the structure of the national 
judiciary? 

ÅWhat criteria are used to determine the 
jurisdiction of a federal court case? 

ÅHow are federal judges appointed, and what 
are their terms and salaries? 

ÅWhat are the roles of federal court officers? 

2 3 4 
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Section Summary 

ÅSection 1 The National Judiciary  

ÅThe Framers created a national judiciary consisting of a Supreme Court 

and inferior courts to be created by Congress.  

ÅThe federal courts have exclusive or concurrent and original or 

appellate jurisdiction over the cases they hear.  

ÅFederal judges are appointed by the President, subject to confirmation 

by the Senate.  

ÅSupreme Court and inferior court judges serve for life, removable only 

by impeachment, while special court judges serve 15-year terms; 

Congress sets the salaries of federal judges.  

ÅFederal court officers, such as magistrates, U.S. attorneys, bailiffs, and 

clerks, serve in administrative and judicial roles 
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Creation of a National Judiciary 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 

ÅThe Framers created the national judiciary in 

Article III of the Constitution. 

ÅThere are two court systems in the United States: 

the national judiciary that spans the country, and 

the courts run by each of the 50 States. 

ÅThe Constitution created the Supreme Court and 

left Congress to establish the inferior courtsðthe 

lower federal courts. There are two types of federal 

courts: (1) constitutional courts and (2) special 

courts. 
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Types of Federal Courts 

 The Constitution created only the Supreme Court, giving Congress the 

power to create any lower, or ñinferior,ò courts as needed. 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Federal Court Jurisdiction 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 

ÅJurisdiction is defined as the authority of a 

court to hear (to try and to decide) a case. 

ÅArticle III, Section 2 of the Constitution 

provides that the federal courts may hear a 

case because either: 

 (1) the subject matter or 

 (2) the parties involved in the case.  
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Types of Jurisdiction 

 Exclusive and 

Concurrent Jurisdiction 

ÅSome cases can only be 

heard in federal courts. In 

that case, federal courts have 

exclusive jurisdiction. 

ÅMany cases may be tried in a 

federal court or a State court. 

In such an instance, the 

federal and State courts have 

concurrent jurisdiction. 

 Original and Appellate 

Jurisdiction 

ÅA court in which a case is first 

heard is said to have original 

jurisdiction over that case. 

ÅA court that hears a case on 

appeal from a lower court has 

appellate jurisdiction over 

that case. 

ÅThe Supreme Court 

exercises both original and 

appellate jurisdiction. 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Appointment of Judges 

ÅThe power to appoint judges to federal courts 

falls on the President. 

ÅThe President nominates Supreme Court 

justices, as well as federal court judges, who 

are then subject to the approval of the Senate.  

ÅMost federal judges are drawn from the ranks of 

leading attorneys, legal scholars and law school 

professors, former members of Congress, and 

State courts. 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Terms and Pay of Judges 

ÅJudges appointed to the constitutional courts, including 

the Supreme Court, are appointed for life. 

ÅJudges of constitutional courts may only be removed 

by their own will or through impeachment. Only 13 

federal judges have ever been impeached, and of 

them, seven were convicted. 

ÅJudges who sit in the special courts are appointed for 

terms varying from 4 to 15 years. 

ÅCongress determines salaries for federal judges. 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Court Officers 

 Federal judges have many levels of support in 

order to fulfill their roles: 

ÅUnited States magistrates are appointed by each federal 

district court judge to handle duties ranging from issuing 

warrants to setting bail in federal criminal cases. 

ÅEach federal district judge appoints one bankruptcy judge     

for their district. 

ÅThe President nominates, and the Senate approves, a United 

States attorney for each federal judicial district. 

ÅThe President and the Senate also select a United States 

marshal to serve each of the district courts. Marshals act 

much like county sheriffs in regard to federal crimes. 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Section 2 

Chapter 18, Section 1 2 3 4 

Inferior 

Courts 
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Section 2 Overview 

ÅSection 2 The Inferior Courts  

ÅThe 94 U.S. district courts handle about 80 percent of the federal 

caseload; they have original jurisdiction over most federal criminal and 

civil cases.  

ÅThe 12 federal appeals courts have appellate jurisdiction only.  

ÅThe Court of International Trade hears tariff and trade cases; the Court 

of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has nationwide appellate jurisdiction 

from various federal courts. 
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S E C T I O N  2 

The Inferior Courts 

ÅWhat is the structure and jurisdiction of the 

federal district courts? 

ÅWhat is the structure and jurisdiction of the 

federal courts of appeals? 

ÅWhat is the structure and jurisdiction of other 

constitutional courts? 

Chapter 18, Section 2 3 4 1 
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The District Courts 

Chapter 18, Section 2 3 4 1 

Federal Judicial Districts 

ÅThe 94 federal judicial districts 

include at least one district in 

each State, the District of 

Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  

ÅLarger and more populous 

States are divided into two or 

more districts, reflecting the 

larger amount of judicial work 

done there. 

District Court Jurisdiction 

ÅDistrict courts have original 

jurisdiction over most cases that 

are heard in federal courts.  

ÅThe district courts hear a wide 

range of criminal cases and 

civil cases.  

ÅA criminal case, in the federal 

courts, is one in which a 

defendant is tried for committing 

some action that Congress 

declared by law to be a federal 

crime. A federal civil case is one 

which involves noncriminal 

matters. 
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The Courts of Appeals 

Appellate Court Judges 

ÅAltogether, 179 circuit 

judges sit in the 12 appeals 

courts.  

ÅA Supreme Court justice is 

also assigned to each of 

the circuits. 

Chapter 18, Section 2 3 4 1 

 Appellate Court 

Jurisdiction 

ÅThe courts of appeals only 

have appellate jurisdiction, 

hearing cases on appeal 

from lower federal courts. 

 

The courts of appeals were created in 1891 to handle 

much of the burden that the Supreme Court faced in 

ruling on appealed cases. 
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How Federal Cases Are Appealed 

Chapter 18, Section 2 3 4 1 


























